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SCIENCE AND POLITICS.*

IT is with great pleasure that I address you as
president of this Society. Your main purpose, as
I understand, is to promote the serious study of
political and social problems in a spirit purged from
the prejudice and narrowness of mere party conflict.
You desire, that is, to promote a scientific investiga-
tion of some of the most important topics to which
the human mind can devote itself. There is no
purpose of which I approve more cordially: yet the
very statement suggests a doubt. To speak of
science and politics together is almost to suggest
irony. And if politics be taken in the ordinary
sense; if we think of the discussions by which the
immediate fate of measures and of ministries is
decided, I should be inclined to think that they
belong to a sphere of thought to which scientific
thought is hardly applicable, and in which I should
be personally an unwarrantable intruder. My friends
have sometimes accused me, indeed, of indifference
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